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Let him that ſtole, fleal no more: but 
rather let, him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him that need- 
eth. 3 | 


$7 — 4 = HE. Apoſtle, in the 17th 
— 5 4 5 Verſe of this Chapter, be- 
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N gins to exhort the Epbeſian: 
es forfake their former Con- 
verſation, which they had 
paſſed their Lives in, while they were 
in their Heathen State: And after this 
general Exhortation, he comes in Verſe 
25th to Particulars; preſſing them to 
the ſtrict Obſervanœe of ſeveral of the 
great ſocial Virtues; whereof Fuſtice, 
in Oppoſition to Stealing, is one: Honeſt 
„ A 2 Induftry, 


(4) 
Induftry, a ſecond : and Almſgrving, a 
third : which he here recommends, even 
to Perſons in mean Circumſtances. Ler 
him that ftole, fays he, before his Con- 
verſion, now that he is become a Chriſ- 
tian, ſeal no more; but rather let bim 
labour, working with his hands the thing 
which 1s good; that he may have, not 
only what is ſufficient for himſelf; but 
ſomewhat alſo 7 give to him that need- 
eth. 

My Deſign in this Diſcourſe, will in 
a great Meaſure confine me to the. firſt 
of theſe : via. The Prohibition of Theft. 
To enforce which, I ſhall lay before 
you ſeveral Conſiderations, though the 
firſt I ſhall offer, ought to be ſufficient, 
which is, the Authority of God himſelf ; 
who has given us a poſitive Command- 
ment, and delivered it Himſelf, with 


great Solemnity ; ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt not fteal. 


Nay, 


188 
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publiſhed, Mankind was ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible of the great Guilt of Stealing. 
When Jeſepb, out of Policy to ſtay his 
Brethren, had cauſed them to be accuſed 
of ſtealing his Cup; they diſclaimed 
the Charge with the greateſt Vehe- 
mence ; and ſeemed to have ſuch an 
Abhorrence of the Crime, that they 
ſerupled to mention the very Name of 
it. 00 forbid that thy ſervants ſhould 
do according ta this thing, Gen. xliv. 
And, with -xobomſocver it (the Cap) # * 
Found, let him die, ver. h-4JJ. 
DUvorx the Jewiſh Law, it was or- 
dered by God himſelf,” in many Caſes, 
that à4 thief” be found breaking" , 
and be ſinitten that be die, no blood ſhould 
be ſhed for him: his Life ſhould be ac- 
counted juſtly: forfeited by his Crime. 
The Prophet Jeremiah, ranks this with 
the blackeſt Crimes; and in the Name 
of the Lord, ſeverely reptoaches thoſe, 
who with ſo much Guilt upon their 
A 3 Souls, 


(6) 

Souk, prefume to make their Appear- 
ente che es of God: Chap. vñ. . 
Mill ye fleal, murder, and commit adul- 
tery, and frorar falſely, and yet come 
end fiand before me in this houſe, which 
z called by my name? Is this houſe wwhith 
#s called by my riame, become a den of 
rodbery in your eyes? Is it fit, think you, 
that they who are ſo unjuſt to their 
Neighbour, ſhould at the fame time 
pretend to worſhip God? bat baſ 
thou to do, faith God to the wicked Man 
in the goth Plalm, to declare my ftatutes, 
or take my covenant in thy mouth? When 
thou ſaweſt a thief thou conſenteaſt unto 
him; by which, I ſuppoſe, is meant the 
Hiding or Abetting a Thief: which is 
cealing his ſtollen Goods. And this, let 
it be obſerved, is one of the Crimes, 
for which the wicked Man here is in a 
ſolemn manner declared by God, to be 
NY: fo fake 1 covenant in his 
| moth, 
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(7) 
mouth, i. e. unworthy to read the Word 
of God in the Holy Scriptures. 

AND if the Sin we are ſpeaking of, 
be ſo ſeverely cenſured and puniſhed, 
under the imperfect Diſpenſation of the 
'Law of Moſes; it is, we may be ſure, 
much more inconſiſtent with the Duty 
of a Chriſtian. We are bound by the 
ſtrongeſt Endearments, to do good to one 
another : what then will become of us, 
if inſtead of diſtributing what is our 
own, we invade the Property of others? 
The Duties of Charity and Beneficence, 
are indiſpenſibly required at our Hands: 
How then ſhall we eſcape, if we violate 
the plaineſt Laws of common Fuſtice ? 
And if the bone Man, who is true and 
Juſt in all his Dealings, and has wrong- 
ed no Body by Word or Deed, for |} 
want of Charity, or a charitable Diſ. Wl 
| poſition, ſhall not be faved, where ſhall 
way wee EO f! 
therefore we find that Theft has à co. 
ſtant place in the black E 6f | 


| 


68) 
Vices, which our Saviour has told us, 
 defile the Man; make him unclean, and 
« hateful in the Sight of God; and which, 
according to St. Paul, exclude Men from 
- the kingdom of beaven. © 


| Il. Or, if theſe Men will not heark- 
zen to the Commands of God, yet if 
- they will but, ſeronaly, conſent to be 


governed by the plaineff Reaſon; if 


they will but conſult their own depreved 
*Reaſen, (for I will venture to appeal to 
the Reaſon of the moſt infamous among 
themſelves, and) this will ſhew them 
the Wickedneſs of their Doings. For 
can they bear, that any one of thoſe 
Things ſhould be taken from hem, by 
Fraud or Violence, which they, by the 
ſame Means, have taken away from the 
Tightful Owners? With what Rage and 
Fury will they fly in the Face of their 
Aſſociates, if they go about to deprive 
them of their Share in the unrighteous 
Plunder? Now, if in their own Opi- 
nion it be ſo baſe, and ſo provoking, 
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to rob A Thief of what he las no Title 


to; how much baſer, and wickeder, 


—_ God and Man, who often robs 
the honeft and induftrious,. of: what, by 


the Laws of God and Man, be has « 


Right to enjoy? 
; Brea the Meh kiiow cos well 


that even a Gang of Thieves, cannot 
without being true and juſt to one ano- 
ther: No more can any Society of Men 
ſubſiſt, unleſs the Rules of Juſtice and 
Honeſty; be obſerved, and Mens Proper- 
ties ſecured, from all unjuſt Invaſions. 
So that the natural Tendency of Theft, 
is to ſubyert all Government;. diſſolve 
the Bands of Society; and turn the 
good Order of the World, into a law- 
leſs State of Rapine and Violence. Naw 
thoſe, Perſons are widely miſtaken, if 
there be any. ſo weak as to imagine, 
that even the loweſt of the People, 
would find their Account in ſuch a 

A 5 State 


muſt the Thief himſelf appear, in the 


( w)) 

State of Things. 
thing to- loſe, might be Gainers for a 
while, by the common Plunder ; but 
would ſoon perceive themſelves unable 
to keep and enjoy it: On the contrary, 
they would find themſelves deprived 
of that Maintenance and Protection, 
which dy the Laws of their Country, 
and the Charity of well-difpoſed People, 
are now afforded them; and in ſhort, 
that the Small and the Great, would by 
this Means be involved in'equal Ruin 
and Confuſion. - 
Bor fince we | have little Reaſon to 
fappoe, that they who are addicted to 
fach a ſcandalous Vice as Stealing; can 
be influenced by a Senſe of Religion, or 
the Fear of God; or even the Dictates of 
Reaſon: I ſhall proceed to Conſiderations 
of another Nature, as more fuitable to 
the Perfons to whom this Diſcourſe is 
directed. Let thoſe therefore, who al- 
low themſelves in this infamous Prac- 
tice, confider, 
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III. Wu ar uneaſy Apprebenfions they 
continually live under of being diſco- 
vertu. They know that Men are very 
vigilant and careful in ſecuring their 
worldly Poſſeſſions: that 
ſtrict Watch, over all fuch Perſons, 
whoſe Character, and Manner of Liv- 
Ing, do not place them above duſpicion. 
And beſides this, they are in many Cafes 
under conſtant Fears, and Juſt Reaſon 
they have to be afraid, of being betray- 
ed by their Accomplices : for they whoſe 
Conſciences will allow them to rob an 
innocent Perſon ; will hardly {cruple to 
diſcover a thieviſh Companion, when- 
ever they can fave themſelves harmleſs, 
or be rewarded for ſo doing. 
Or, ſuppoſe the natural Deceitfulneſs of 
ſuch Perſons, does not extend to their 
Aﬀfeciates ; ſuppoſe they will be faith- 
ful to their wicked Partners, while they 

are falſe to all the World beſides; which 
is indeed too often the Cafe ; Yet, when- 
ever 


they keep a 
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| ever any of theſe Perſons are brought 
to à Senſe of their Guilt, and to repent 
them of their Sins; they will-find them- 
ſelves. obliged, nay, if | they are truly 
penitent, they will be ready and deſirous 
to diſcover their own, and their Com- 


panions Wickedn in order to do 
Juſtice to thoſe w they have de- 
ſranded, and to ſecure. them from ſu- 


ture Injuries ; which is the beſt Method 
they can take, to obtain Forgiveneſs N 
of God and Man. a 

Bu T it may be ſaid, chat the 2 
| ing Thief, who deals in ſmaller Matters, 
| has: no need of any Aſſociates, at all 
| and therefore if he can but carry off 
and conceal his Prize, he may be.caly 
and ſecure, as having no one privy to 
his evil Practices beſides himſelf. Eah 
he cannot be, unleſs he can conceal his 
Wickedneſs from God and his on Con- 
ſeience; neither can he be ſecure that 
he ſhall not bimſelf diſcover his own 
Crimes, in ſpite of all his Arts; nay, 
by 


(33) 
by means of thoſe very Arts and En 
deavours, which he uſes to conceal 
them: he runs, when no Man purſueth; 
he hides. himſelf, before he is ſought af 
ter; his over forwardneſs in elcaring 
himſelf before he is accuſed, brings him 
into ſuſpicion; and when he finds him 
ſelf ſuſpected, his faultring Speech and | 
Self-contradiftion diſcover his Guilt, | 
O artificially, as to tell a great number 
of Lies, conſiſtent with one another; ⁵⁶ 
(which they will find a very difficult 
Taſk) yet there is ſcarce one in a thon- 
ſand, when ſuſpected and examined, 
who can ſet what - theſe Wretches call 
a good Face upon the Matter, fo as to 
prevent your reading their Crimes in 
the Confuſion of their Countenances, 
So many are the Ways which God, 
who ſees through the darkeſt Receſſes 
of wicked Mens Minds, has 2 
to bring their evil Practices to light: 80 
difficult is it, to go on long in theſe 
al Ways 
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Ways of Wickedneſe, without being 
detected; and ſo utterly impoſſible to 
avoid the continual Fears and Appre- 
henſions of a Diſcovery: which muſt 
be ſuch an uneaſy State of Mind, 
as all their unlawful Gains cannot 
make them Amends for. . 
er eee 


Iv. Tur bad Effect of ſuch Prac- 
tices, after they are diſcovered: The 
firſt of which is Shame. When a Thief 
is ſurprized in the Commiſſion of his 
Wickedneſs, how does he hang down 
his Head, and let fall his Countenance 
as unable to look his injured: Neighbout 
or any honeſt Man in the Face. Nay, 
he muſt be a hardened Sinner indeed, if 
he can forbear bluſhing to himſelf alone, 
when a Diſcovery of his evil Deeds, 
forces him to conſider the Meanneſs 
and Baſeneſs of them; and how odious 


—_ 
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they render him in the Sight of God, 
and all good Men, It is no wonder, 
he 


N 
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from the Notice of Men, which are fo 
to human Nature; and makes 
him reſemble the wild Beaſts in the Wil 
derneſs, who ſtroll about in the Night, 


day, the Plalmiſt obierves, but man 
ſhould go farth to bis wort, and tn lar 
labour, until the evemmg: then the la- 
borious honeſt Man days him down, 
and takes his Reſt. He maketh dorknefs 
alſo, that it may be mgöt, uberrin al 
the brate of the foreft do moue: then the 
Thief moves likewiſe,” but after a very 
different manner; for the Lions, it is 
claim it as their own; and fo it is by 
the Will of Providence, they ſeek their 
meat from God: it is the Will of God, 
that the Creatures he has made fo ra- 
venous, ſhould be fuſtained and fed by 
this means. But the ſkulking Thief 
creeps about in fearful Silence; he tarts 
at the ſhaking of a Leaf; and trembles 
too, 


he chuſes the Night, to cover the Sins 


ſeeking for their Prey. God muber the 


| 
| 


de 
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| too, as that does; for he knows, he is 


not | ſeeking bis meat from God, but by 
the Inſtigation of the Devil, is 
his Neighbour of that, which perhaps 
he had hardly earned, by the Sweat 
of his Broms. And this muſt needs ex- 
pole him to the utmoſt Shame and Con- 


tempt, as ſoon as he is diſcovered. 


Bor the Shame which covers his 
Face, will not repair the Wrongs he has 
done to his Neighbour; for there is a 
ſcond- very natural Effect of a Diſco- 


very, which is Reftitution: he will be 


obliged to reſtore what he has taken by 


3 by ſteal 
ing it? 

-NE1THER will this Gti even ho- 
man Juſtice: there ſtill remains what 
he moſt of all dreads, and that is, ſuch 
curporal | Puniſhment as the Laws of his 


Country have appointed for his Crimes: 


to be ſhamefully ſcaurged in the pub- 
ck Streets; to be dragged to a naiſome 
| Geal, 


Stealth, if it be in his Power, and then 


ee 
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-unworthy to breathe in the common 
Air; to be branded with ſome indelible 
Mark of Infamy. To be made à pub- 
lick Spectacle of Contempt: and in 
ſome Caſes, to be put to a violent and 
ignominious Death, by the Hands of 
the Executioner. And Ohl how dread- 
ful a Thing it is, not only for the 
wretched Criminal who ſuffers; but 
for every Spectator who beholds, or even 
for any of us but to think of, and ima- 
gine he beholds a Perſon in perfect 
Health, and as it commonly happens, 
in the Flower of his Age, taking a de- 
berate and ſbameful Farewel . of the 
World; leaving a certain, though unjuſt 
to his Children's Children; and 
hurried away from the Bar of human 
Tuftice, to appear before Ry 
bunal of Heaven. 

Ts E are the known Bini aid 
all who. follow ſuch wicked Courſes, 


5 expect to * 
rimes 


618) 
Crimes are diſcovered. But ſhould they 
be for ever: concealed from the Notice 
of Men; yet let them know, what I 
would earneſtly entreat them to confi- 
der, in the 


Pth PLaczx, that the Eye of Gad'is 
always upon them: they can go no 
where from his Preſence; Darkneſs can- 
not cover their Deſigns, nor hide them 
from his View; nor fave them from his 
Vengeance. His Vengeance, I know, 
they are apt to look upon, as a Thing 
at a diftance, which will not overtake 
them, before they come into another 
World. Alas! how many Ways do 
theſe Men deceive themſelves? Another 
World cannot be very far from any of 
us, but the Thief has more Reaſon than 
moſt others, to look upon it as near at 
Hand: becauſe, if publick Juſtice do 
not reach him, yet God has threatened 
by the ſecret Deſignation of his Provi- 
dence, to cut ſuch wicked Men off in 
: the 


r 
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the Career of their Sins : He that get 


leave them in the midſt of bis days. Be- 


erb up his iniquity for hir chi, Chap. 


(#9) 


ſides, there is a ſecret Curſe denounced 
againſt them, while they continur in 
this World: I will bring it forth, faith 


— 


the Lord of hoſts, (in the Vth Chapter || 


Zechariah,' ver. 4.) an it ſball enter 
into the houſe of the thief, am it ul 


1 
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iy * 1 * of — F 9 W 


4:1 


remain in the midf of bis bouſe, an 
ſhall conſume it, with the timber theregf, 
and the ftones thereof. - Whence we ſee, 
Man's houſe, and increafing his Sub- 
n 
and entails à Curſe upon his Poſterityʒ 
for it is concerning ſuch Perſons that 


Fob tpeaks, when he tells us, Gul d- 


xxi. 19. A juſt God cannovcharge a 
Man's Children with the Guik of Rise 
Crimes, but He may take from the 
Chil- 


| 
i 
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Children, or not ſuffer them to proſper 
in the Poſſeſſion of that which the 


Parent had gotten by diſhoneſt Practices. 


VI. I x Ave one Conſideration more 
to offer, which ought to be of infinite 


weight with every one who pretends 


to any Senſe of Religion, or entertains 
any Hopes of Salvation. And that is, 
that the Commiſſion of this Sin, in moſt 


Caſes, is plainly inconſiſtent with the 
very - Thoughts and Dejign, even of an 
after  Repentance. . There can be no 
true Repentance, without reſtoring, or 
endeavouring to reſtore, what a Man has 
bour. Now, excepting a few extraor / 
dinary Caſes, no one ſteals any Thing 
with-a Deſign to return it, though it 
ſhould be in his Power; and therefore 
no one ſteals with a Deſign to repent 
of it hereafter. The Thief, I on, as 
well as any other grievous Sinner, may, 
by the Aſſiſtance af God's Grace, be- 
come 
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(21 | 
come a true Penitent, and wake full 
Satisfaction for all the Wrongs he has 


done; or be ſincerely defirous of doing | 


it, if the former be not in his Power : 


but I fay, at the Time that he allows 


himſelf i in the Practice of this Sin, he 
is not to be ſuppoſed ' to have any In- 
tentions of doing the one, or the other. 
And how dangerous ſuch a one's Con- 
dition muſt needs be, let thoſe unhappy 
Perſons who are addicted to this Vice 


conſider: and may God in Metey make 


them ſenfible of their Danger, and give 


them Repentance, to the —_ of their 
Souls. 

Bu i becauſe it is much caſter to ſtop 
the Beginnings of Vice, than to reclaim 
a hardened Sinner; and becauſe I hope 
I am not ſpeaking to any who have al- 
lowed themſelves in fo baſe a Practice, 


in any great Degree ; therefore, what | 


has been faid | Theft in gene- 
ral, I deſire may now be applied to the 


hi maller Inflances of Stealing: and to one 
in 


(22). 
in particular, which is ſo commonly 
practiſed in theſe Parts; and in fo bare- 
faced a manner, that, I believe, I need 


not tell you I mean the Stealing * of 


Wood or other Fuel. 

Tux Perſons who are Guilty of this, 
may perhaps think it hard, to be ranked 
among the common Herd of Thieves ; 
but if Men will be Thieves, they. muſt 
bear to be called ſo. Let us hear, how- 
ever, what it is they uſually plead in 


their own ee Arb 


IA What is here bid of Wood or other Fael, may 
eaſily be applied to the Stealing of any other Thing of 
ſmall Value,. which the Scripture forbidy under the 
Expreſſion of Purloining. And this, by the Way, is 
particularly forbidden - to Servants 3 Titus ii. 10. "Net 
purhining, but fhewing all good fidelity.” And indeed 
there is great Occaſion for this Caution, becauſe many 
Servants ate apt to think it a ſmall matter, to make 
bold, as they term it, with their Maſter's Gocds ; not 
conſidering, that this is not only a downright Theft, 
but likewiſe a Breach of that fru which is repoſed 
in them; and therefore a greater Sin than it would 
be to ſleal the fame Things from another Perſon, 
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F1RsT, they tell us, that what they: 
ſteal is of no great Value; and was the 
Labour and Pains they take in getting 
it to be conſidered, it commonly comes 
dearer to them than what they pur= 
chaſe. It is, I believe, very true that || 
little or nothing is got by ſuch Practices 
and yet a great deal of Miſchief is done 
to the Perſons who are Injured. Now 
if a Man will do his Neighbour a con- 
fiderable Injury, without procuring hard- 
ly any Advantage to himſelf, ſure the 
ſmallneſs of his Gains can never be 
pleaded in Excuſe, ſince it is plainly. an 
Aggravation of his Wickedneſs; for the 
ſmaller the Temptation is to any Sin, the 
greater, doubtleſs, is the Guilt of it. 

BSI DES, when ſuch an one comes 
to die, (at which Time, moſt wicked 
Men are forced to conſider their Ways) 
and computes together the ſeveral Injuries 
he has done to others, by Stealing 
Things of little Value ; he will common- 
5 -* that he has done more Miſchief 

in 
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(44) 
in the Courſe of his Life, by frequent 
Pilfering, than many others who have 
forfeited, and loſt their Lives, by one 
fingle act of Robbery. And as the for- 
mer is ſeldomer puniſhed in this World, 
pom ao to expect. a more dread- 
ful Reckoning in the World to come: 
eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that 
God does not (eſtimate the Guilt of 
Sin, by the outward Action, or by the 
greatneſs or ſmallneſs af the Subject 
Matter of it, but by the degrees of Evil 
which he ſees in the Sinner's Diſpoſi- 
tion. He who ſo graciouſly accepted 
the Widow's Mite, on account of her 
want of Power to give more; He who 
accepts a willing Mind for's Deed of 
Charity; will doubtleſs for the fame 
Reaſon, eſteem him a great Criminal 
who ſteals only the ſmalleſt Things, if 
He fees in him ſuch a threviſhþ Diſpoſo- 
tion, that it is only want of Opportuni- 
ty, or want of Courage, which hinders 
n from ſtealing greater. 1 
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come at their Pockets without Refills 


— "Pebirthitnehs of fl "that 
every Obi io of it} Hikes "Met 
bolder and more e m With 
prefenr the - 
vibeſt Sinners ef this Sort, who: infeſt 
our publick Road at "Noontay; MR 75 
at" che dead of Night break 5 
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grefſions, And they who are now ven- 


turing) upon the Commiſſion of ſmall 
Theſts, perhaps not without Fear and 
Trembling, know not where they ſhall 
2p nor whether they ſhall, not be {6 
far hardened, as to commit the blackeſt 
Crimes, without any Remorſe at all. 

. SECONDLY, Theſe Perſons are very 
apt to plead in Excule of their Wick- 
edneſs, that great, Numbers, in every, 
Place, are ity. of the Theft we are 
ſpeaking of, as well as they. Partners 
in Iniquity, do indeed ſerve to keep one 
another in Countenance. This leſſens the 
Shame which belongs to the Sin z and 
emboldens Sinners in their evil Practices, 
and faves them likewiſe, too often, / from- 
the Puniſhment appointed for them in 
this World. But Numbers, will not 
ſkreen them from the Vengeance of God: 
the Sin, is the fame in his righteous 
Judgment, whether ane Man only, or 
a Multitude, be guilty of it; and his 
* Eye will find out, and his 
powerful 
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powerful Arm will puniſh every Sinner, 


according to his Works. Some again, 
1 ESTRDLY, are: ſo madeſt, toiplead/ 
their- Neceſſity ; hat they ſteal is ont 
of the Neceſſaries of Liſe, and they 
have not wherewithdl to purchaſe it? 
I might here aſk theſe Perſons, whether 
they do not purchaſe ſome Things:thab 
are not nerilful; (ore Things thiat do not 
ſatisfy the Cravings of Hunger, but ta- 
ther inereaſe them; Things that waſte 
much of their Time, weaken their 
Nerves, and deprive; them of that 


Strength and Vigour, mic werd N 


their Suppott: and ſame Things again, 
which ſerve only to ſupply the Fes 
Loſs of their natural Spirits, with. faiſei 
and  unuatural ones. 3 And will they tell 
us, after they have laid out their 
Money upon faſhionable and pernicious 
Luxuries, that they are under a Neceſ- 
ſity of ſtealing the, Necefſarics of Liſa? 
But let this paſs; I know how tender; 
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would willingly heal their Sores, wich- 


out putting them to Pain; and if Take 
uur of any reien chat em to 


not, I can affure them, fiom 4 wunt of 


Compaſſiom for the Miſeries of | thoſe 
who ate really Neceſſitous; but from a 
Intereſts in this World, and their eter- 
nal Salvation in the next. For, if I am 
not very much a Stranger to my own 
Heart, I have a real and tender Senſe of 
Patience greater — han they do, 
(if n ſhould pleaſe God to try their 


Patience with' greater) rather than go 


rai ora _—— 
ce. e ee „ 
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ſerve Life. I grant, that Fuel is neceſ- 
ſary to gut Subüöſtsner; but it cannot 
be fad to be quits ſo. neceſſary, as dur 
daily Breag... Therefore, if Mens Neceſ- 
fities were really ſuch as might excuſe 
them in ſtealing any Thing. furely it 
would be more pardonable to i ſteal 
what we juſtly call the Sr 'of Life, 
chan any other Thing of equal Value. 
of the Sinfulneſs of Theft, in this lat- 
ter caſe: though they make {9 light of 
it in the former. - But this is eaſy to he 
accounted for, they have not ſuch fair 
they have of the other; and therefore 
are willing enough to acknowledge, 
the great Wickedneſs of ſtealing what 
they cannot eaſily cume ar; but wayld 
fain perſuade us, that it is hardly any 
din at all, do ſteal ſuch. Things as lie 
mare re. e eee e 
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and therefore, ſuppofg the Things to 


de cqually valuable, and” ſuppoſing no 


Violence is uſed, the Injary done him 
is the ſame, whether they are taken out 
of bis Honfe, —— 
or his Field. 04 c 

—— chin 
o this Plex of Neceſfey; which is, that 
there is u Nur, Relief appointed, for 
alt: the Wants and Neceſſities of the 
helpleſs Poor 5 and God forbid that it 
mond be denied them. 1 would to 
God, that all who have Abilities, would 
add their Benevolence to the 
publick Proviſion, in ſo liberal a man- 
ner, as render the Lives of every 


one of them eaſy and comfortable: 
pot I muſt-wifh too, that bott publick 
and 


private Charities were more con- 


Fned, than they commonly are, to the 


| Honeſt and Induſtrous Poor; and that 


more Care and Reſolation were ſeen in 
Pariſh-Officers, and all who have Au- 
thorky; to correct and amend choſe-wio 
are 


(VP) 
ure not ſo. They would by this means, 
bo the happy Inſtruments of a genen 
Reformation ; they would bring down 
the Bleflings of Heaven upon thus fiaful 
Nation; and, {what they ought in ithe 
firſt” Place to regard) they would dig 
charge the Oath of God, Which i; 
bound upon their Coniciences. | But the 
Truth is, it is not afaally the bent 
Poor who are guilty of the Crimes we 
arc ſpeaking of: They are not the Lane, 
and the Blind ;/ nor the diſconmſolate 
Widow, nor Fatherleſs Cdren, who 
commit. theſe Diſorders ; but they are 
the kyly and firing ; ſuch, whoſe Cix- 
curnſtagces place them above being re- 
lieved by a legal Charity; WhO Wand 
not accept of it, if it was offered; und 
ſuch commonly, who can find where. 
withal to ſupport them in finful and 
extravagant Vices. Upon all-which Ad- 
counts, they have. not the leaſt Realon 
to imagine, that ee 
ſities will excuſe their ral Gymes.” 
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632) 
Ax indeed it is exceeding plain, that 
e can be ſaid in excuſe of this 
wicked Practice. It is , a ſcandalous 
Violation of che Laws of God and Man. 
and grown to ſuch a height, that it 4 
time for us to cry aloud; and ſbeu für 
feopie their tranſgreſſions : It is time ſor 
euery honeſt Man, to uſe his utmoſt 
Endeavours to put ſome ſtop to it; not 
ſo much on account of what he may 
ſuffer by it, in his worldly Affairs, as 
out of a Chriſtian Compaſſion to the 
Souls of Men; of great Numbers of 
Men, Who are ſporting ſecurely on the 
Brink of a Precipice ; ſinning, and mak- 
ing a Mock of Sin; breaking, every 
Day almoſt, a divine Commandment: 
a Commandment, which the great God 
of Heaven did Himſelf deliver in 
Thunderings and Lightenings from 
Mount Sinai: and yet theſe Men make 
light of it; and ſeem, all the hile they 
are tranſꝑreſſing it, to ſay with Salamon's 
Madman, Am not I in ſport? 
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I is a jaſt Senſeof the terrible Dari; 
gerd to uhich theſe uphappy: Men e- 
pole their Souls, that has ex iorted this 
plain Diſcourſe from meg not with Ine 
tent to reproach aty one für 'whar! is 
paſt, but to prevent Mens calling into 
this deadly Sin fot the time to come. 


ed 


Bo r if they. are refolved'.not to 
quence what | * will; if they liſten to 
this Diſcourſe, as to 4 Tur that's l. 
for their Arnyſerxnt only, and hot their 
Amendment, for which it is in Sincexity: 
defighed ; et, let mie prevail wk 
8 them, 
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them, when they are going about to rob 
their Neighbour, in the Inſtance" above- 
mentioned,” to take this one 
along with them; nay, let them leave 
it behind them, if they can; That the 
Hel which they ſteal, may one Day 
ſerve to kindle another Fire than what 
they "intend, I mean, (for why ſhould 
not I ſpeak plainly?) the Fire of Hel. 

Bur I faid, I would hope for better 
Things of all thoſe at leaſt who are 
committed to my Charge; and that 
they will at length be convinced, how 
much better it will be for them; in this 
World and the next, to follow the Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle, in the - ſecond 
part of the Words, which I can but 
barely mention, viz. to labour, working 
with their hands the thing which is good. 
By this Means, they will live in Credit 
with .their Neighbours, and in the Fa- 
vour of God; they will eat their Meat, 
which their own Hands have earned, 
. 
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God who has promiſed, that he that 
walketh Bread ſhall be 
given him ; the God who bath ker 
ure 1n ity. of his Servants, 
ee eee | 
they ſhall have to give, as the Text re- 
quires in the laſt Place, # him that 
needeth. For ſince the Duty of Almf- 
giving is recommended, and enjoin- 
ed even to Perſons in mean Circum- 
ſtances; we need not doubt, but that 
to perform it; that he that giveth 16 
the poor ſhall not lack: that the honeſt 
Labourer, though poor, ſhall, by the 
Bleſſing of Heaven, have ſomewhat to 
ſpare for the Relief of him who can- 
ſelf. This will fill his Mind with Joy 
and Gladneſs in this World, and God 
will abundantly reward his Labours, 
and his Charity, in the World to come. 
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